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English translation
AT ECOMONDO IEG SPOTLIGHTS 

THE CIRCULAR THE ECONOMY’S VIRTUOUS STORIES 
At Rimini Expo Centre from 6th to 9th November the Circular Economy Stories 
of the ENI, Enel and Novamont groups, consortia and start-ups
From the innovative Versalis thermal cladding to the materials for green building 
obtained from rice and eggshells. Bioplastics from coffee dregs,
parsley and cinnamon and the off-cuts from fruit and vegetable markets
Rimini, 31st October 2018 - Ecomondo, from 6th to 9th November at Rimini Expo Centre, spotlights the circular economy. With the stories, concrete experiences, public policies, large companies, consortium structures and start-ups that in Italy are already currently adopting a new way of considering economy under the banner of environmental sustainability. In short: a great narration of the new paradigm of the green economy. Told by means of a set-up with video systems and panels, but also with a real “performance”, on behalf of professional actors, of circular stories.
Circular Economy Stories – Gallery & Show is the title of the project, organized by Ecomondo with Edizioni Ambiente and the collaboration of the Erica cooperative.
The Circular Economy Stories – Gallery & Show project will occupy Rimini Expo Centre’s Hall D3. Three hundred square metres of set, with the “tales” of a dozen stories of circular economy brought to the expo by major players.
Eni, with the experience of Versalis, which presents a system thermal cladding that uses completely recyclable polystyrene foam. And Syndial, who produces biogas from organic urban waste.
Enel, with the Futur-e circular economy process launched to give new life to 23 thermoelectric power plants. Plants that supported Italy’s industrial growth.
Novamont thanks to its ability to innovate and its achievements at international level, has opened the road to Italian bioeconomy and the strategies of circular bioeconomy. In the Circular Economy Stories space Novamont “hosts” 5 of the most innovative start-ups in the bioeconomy context. RiceHouse, which transforms rice harvest waste – the husk, the outside covering of rice grains - into top grade: an excellent example of green building.  Trentino start-up Calchera San Giorgio has projected a method for obtaining calcium carbonate, the fundamental component of mortar, from pulverized eggshells. Innovative for the bioplastic sector, the projects of the Istituto Italiano di Tecnologia: Coffee Infused Foam which from coffee dregs obtains a foam that purifies wastewater; Prezzemolo & Cannella uses parsley and cinnamon off-cuts to make a material destined for food packaging; the Progetto Carciofo (Artichoke Project) enables to convert unsold produce in fruit and vegetable markets into 100% biodegradable plastic. 

The Emilia-Romagna Region is participating with a dedicated space to present its Regional Energy Plan and, by means of 4 experiences, what the Region’s public policies have in actual fact contributed to launching. Bettery, the start-up that manufactures a liquid battery able to offer a specific energy 5 times greater than that of the best accumulator system; EnergyWay, a start-up from Modena that entrusts energy efficiency to data management; Mineraliindustriali for the reduction of the stockage of scrap in the ceramic sector; OI Pomodoro Nord Italia, who favour the reduction of environmental impact along the entire tomato purée production line.
Among the Circular Stories, there is also that of CONOU, National Consortium per the Management, Collection and Treatment of Used Mineral Oil, Italy’s first national environmental body dedicated to the collection of a dangerous waste. The “Consortium System” is a short chain, which has taken Italy to top European and international avant-garde level in the field of collection and recycling of a highly dangerous waste.
Then there is Demeto, the European research project launched by a consortium of research bodies and companies with the aim of developing a process for the chemical recycling on industrial scale of waste based on PET and other polyester resins. This is the first sustainable industrial application of chemical treatment for the re-use of PET/Polyester waste, which would otherwise end up in landfills. Thanks to a process that intensifies the approach based on the innovative use of microwave radiation.
Other companies present will include: Ideal Service, a cooperative operating in the ecology and environmental service sectors, facility management, recycling and re-use of waste. It has conceived Blu Polymer, granules that can be used above all in the construction trade. Caviro, which every year collects approximately 370,000 tons of must, lees, marc and wine by-products which it converts into semi-finished products and raw material for agronomic, industrial, pharmaceutical, food and beverage companies worldwide. CIC, the Italian Composters Consortium, is the consortium of companies that mainly handles the management of the organic fraction of urban waste and the promotion of the use of the product obtained: compost. 
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