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English translation
ITALY IS AN INCREASINGLY VIRTUOUS COUNTRY FOR MATERIAL RECOVERY
Rimini, 31st October 2018 - In Italy 10 tons of paper and cardboard are recycled and recovered every minute. This result puts Italy in the avant-garde in Europe in source-segregated collection of cellulose material. In 2017 the collection increased by 1.6% compared to 2016 with approximately 3.3 million tons collected (+52,600). Per capita collection exceeds 54 kg. per inhabitant.
The positive result for source-segregated collection of paper and cardboard in 2017 was boosted above all by southern Italy with a 6.1% increase; at per capita collection level, Abruzzo confirmed the area’s best performance. Central Italy grew by 1.6% thanks above all to the performance of Tuscany.
The North is in a substantially steady situation, guaranteeing a constant in waste collection already established for years, which features regions such as Emilia Romagna, Trentino Alto Adige and Lombardy at the top of national ranking.
But Italy is also in the avant-garde for the recovery of other types of packaging. In fact, 8.8 million tons of packaging waste were sent to be recycled in 2017, an increase of 3.7% on 2016 figures, compared to 13.1 million tons of packaging put on the market (2.8% more than the previous year). Taking into consideration the share of packaging destined to energy recovery, in 2017, overall, 10.2 million tons of packaging waste were sent for recovery (equal to 78% of the packaging put on the market).
As well as paper and cardboard, Italy also has positive results for other types. For example, 47,800 tons of aluminium packaging were recovered, equal to 68.6% of that put on the market, i.e. 69,700 tons. This consisted in: beverage cans, food cans and tubs, including those for pet food, spray cans, tubes for creams, marmalade, etc., caps, closures and thin film.
As far as steel is concerned, last year’s recovery was 75.3% of that put on the market, a total of 361,403 tons, with a rise of 1.3% on 2016 figures. Aluminium packaging put on the market last year totalled 479,737.
In 2017 recovery of source-segregated glass reached 2,019,000 tons with an increase of 8.9% on an annual basis. Compared to 2016, packaging recycling has increased by 4.8% with 1,769,224 tons, while that put on the market rose by 1.9%, reaching 2,430,040 tons, with a recycling rate of 72.8% compared to 70.8 in 2016.
There was also an increase in wood results, which involved the recycling of 1,800.00 tons of packaging with a rise of 10% on 2016. The majority of this material consisted in wood packaging (pallets, fruit and vegetable cassette, cases, crates and cable reels) which is recycled with a total percentage of over 60% of what is put on the market. 592,000 tons of wooden waste comes from source-segregated collection. 
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