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English translation
IEG PUTS OF ECODESIGN’S NEW FRONTIER THE CENTRE OF ECOMONDO
Expo area with an area dedicated to virtuous enterprises and the most advanced projects
A busy program of events organized by the Technical Scientific Committee,
Edizioni Ambiente and Fise Unicircular
Rimini, 31st October 2018 - Energy efficiency and circular economy receive a real boost from the spread of the culture of eco-design, which in concrete terms means designing and using basic commodities that are easy to procure, regenerable, made up of recycled and low consumption material.
At European level, Avenia (Gruppo Terna) estimates approximately 55 billion euros the additional annual revenue for industry, wholesale and retail commerce, as well as annual savings in primary energy of 175 Mtoe within 2020. This means contributing up to half the objective of the Union in matters of energy saving by that date. The report of the European Commission on the economic impact of ecodesign estimates that with careful aware use of household appliances and in general products with a low impact within 2020, consumers in the European Union will save overall up to 112 billion euros. 
At Ecomondo 2018, from 6th to 9th November organized by Italian Exhibition Group, the new approaches will be presented for adopting the circular economy model in the packaging, textile-fashion, building and automotive chains. An innovative expo project will highlight manufacturing and service enterprises that have made Ecodesign their new mission.
The appointments scheduled, organized by the Ecomondo Technical Scientific Committee, Edizioni Ambient and FISE UniCircular, include:
On Wednesday 7th November (Ravezzi Room 2) the conference New organizational models for Industrial chains: Textiles and clothing products – Mattresses.
Fashion is a large-scale industry, considering that it is the second largest consumer market in the world after food, able to generate high environmental impact. Consumers’ sensitivity regarding sustainable use of materials is currently increasing, and the European Union has set explicit recycling targets from 2025. How could a collective system be organized for this sector?
The growing importance of this sector, collecting both household and special waste, has recently raised interest in a national strategy for recovery and recycling, also supported by valid experiences abroad. A discussion on the first Italian project for a “Collective system for mattresses” applying the EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) principle. The day is dedicated to the new Compliance Scheme projects for the textile, mattress and construction sectors’ chains.
Also on Wednesday 7th (2:00 pm Ravezzi Room 2) the program features the event New organizational models for Industrial chains: Construction. Circular Economy in Construction (Building and Infrastructure) is based on the possibility of rational and effective use of construction and demolition waste. To this end, it becomes of vital importance to create a Collective Scheme (based on EPR principles), divided into a series of coordinated sub-systems. A flexible system, managed by enterprises and controlled by institutions, able to activate the technical and financial instruments necessary to make exploitation of all the materials involved convenient.
On Thursday 8th November (9.15 Ravezzi Room 2), space will be dedicated to Eco-design for the efficiency of the chains. Eco-design is one of the most important factors to introduce in production chains, in order to harmonize the various phases of design, production, recovery and valorisation of materials, thus facilitating the processes of Circular Economy. A focus is foreseen on packaging and electric/electronic products.
The packaging industry is an avant-garde sector in the relationship between production and use of resources. European prevention politics have favoured the reduction in quantity and weight of materials used and a considerable increase in recycling. In all fields, eco-design has played a decisive role and currently represents the main lever for the quality improvement of packaging sustainability.
The electronic industry has developed the greatest and fastest innovations in its products’ physical characteristics and consequently, requires great steps forward in eco-design, in order to consent the dismantling of end-of-life appliances and development of the sector’s circular economy.

On Thursday 8th (9:30 am Gemini Room) the topic will be Green infrastructures for in-depth coverage of the issue of infrastructure management, which every year results in the use of an enormous flow of materials and the production of equally large quantities of construction and demolition waste that can be suitably exploited.
Also on Thursday 8th (2:00 pm Neri Room 1), The effects of industrial symbiosis on productive and territorial systems, an issue that in recent years has assumed relevance in European and national and regional policy and planning documents and via numerous financing instruments there are many initiatives under way for the activation of industrial symbiosis experiences, also in the light of the recent initiatives of the European Commission on one hand and Ministries for the Environment and Economic Development on the other, for the identification of indicators for the circular economy.
On Friday 9th (9:30 am Neri Room 1) New organizational models for industry chains: Automotive. The automotive sector is fundamental for the circular economy and in coming years will undergo a complete revision of its legislative framework. It is therefore necessary to start sharing considerations on the organizational model of this sector, in order to comply with the planned objectives for material and product exploitation.
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